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HELSINKI SUMMER SCHOOL – THINKING ALLOWED

Helsinki Summer School is a three-week academic event 
organised every August by the universities in Helsinki, 
Finland. Each year we give advanced degree students 
from over 60 countries an unforgettable learning 
experience that combines high quality academics with 
a wide range of cultural and social activities. Our multi-
disciplinary courses, all of which are taught in English, 
aim at stimulating thought and intellectual development 
in an open and diverse environment. As a city known 
for design, technology and its vibrant cultural life, 
Helsinki is sure to be the experience of a lifetime. 

For further information, please visit our website at 
www.helsinki.fi/summerschool or contact us directly 
by email at summer-school@helsinki.fi. 

• From Europe of empires to Europe of nation  
 states and integration: Changing borders 
 and identities in the 20th century  
• Small states and European integration in the  
 postwar era: The cases of Austria and Finland
• Europe of regions: Central Europe and northern  
 Europe in focus

In addition to the lectures, students attend the 
workshops supervised either by Mr Tapio Raunio 
or by Ms Johanna Rainio-Niemi. The workshops 
focus on the themes covered in the lectures. In the 
workshop, each student (working either alone or in 
pairs) produces a presentation, approximately 
20-30 minutes in length. These presentations are 
based on a reading list distributed to the partici-
pants at the beginning of the course. Each presen-
tation is followed by a discussion chaired by the 
student(s) responsible for the presentation. Other 
students are expected to participate in the discus-
sion. 

Participation is obligatory throughout the course, 
both in the lectures and in workshops. The grading 
is based on a lecture diary (50 %) – a written 
report based on the lectures – and workshop 
performance (50 %). The lecture diary must be 
handed in before the workshops are over. 

The course examines shifting borders and 
identities in Europe in current and historical 
perspectives. The first part of the course focuses 
on the recent trends in the political system of the 
European Union (EU), with a special attention paid 
to the dimensions of contestation and rival 
identities. The second part discusses the dynamic 
interrelationship between borders and collective 
identity constructions: such as nations, states and 
regions in Europe, especially in Central and North 
Eastern Europe – and in a longer historical 
perspective. In the lectures, the histories of two 
20th century “border states”, Finland and Austria, 
are analysed as examples.

The course consists of lectures and workshops. 
The lectures are further divided into two categories; 
the first one is taught by Mr Tapio Raunio and the 
second one by Ms Johanna Rainio-Niemi. The 
topics covered during the lectures include:

• European integration and public opinion
• The party politics of European integration
• Lines of conflict in EU decision-making 
 (the European Parliament and Council)
• Supranational democracy or 
 intergovernmental policy coordination?
• Democratic deficit?  
• Identity, history, and borders: Why is history  
 significant in Europe and EU today? 

BORDERS AND IDENTITIES IN EUROPE
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