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Helsinki Summer School spells 
high quality academics combined 
with a wide range of cultural and 
social activities. Our multidisciplinary 
courses, all taught in English, aim at 
stimulating thought and intellectual 
development in an open and diverse 
environment. A city known for its 
design, technology and vibrant 
cultural life, Helsinki is sure to be 
the experience of a lifetime.

Thinking Allowed



Aalto University 
Department of Architecture
Wood Program

 The course will be led by architect 
Pekka Heikkinen, professor in wood 
construction in the Department of 
Architecture at the Aalto University School 
of Engineering. The teachers of architec-
ture will be joined by civil engineer Hannu 
Hirsi, an expert on practical issues dealing 
with timber structures.

Prior to the beginning of the course, 
students will analyse the use of wood in 
architecture and construction in their home 
countries. This analysis will be comple-
mented by an analysis of traditional and 
contemporary wood architecture. These 
analyses must be completed and submitted 
two weeks before the course begins. 

The course will be held in the 
well-equipped Wood Workshop of the 
Department of Architecture in Otaniemi. 
After completion of the course, the project 
structures will be exhibited at the Aalto 
University in Otaniemi.

acquaint students with Finnish timber 
from an aesthetical point of view, to 
expose them to a technical approach and 
to show them the relationship between 
architecture and construction material. 
The course is intended for students of 
architecture, building technology, wood 
technology and design.

The course takes the form of a practical 
workshop. Students study the architec-
tural and technical properties of wood and, 
working in small groups, build a wooden 
structure that serves the purpose of 
learning by doing. The course also includes 
an excursion during which students will 
have an opportunity to study the Finnish 
wood architecture. Visiting lecturers will 
also introduce students to diverse 
viewpoints on the use of wood that empha-
sise the innovative architectural, artistic 
and perhaps also the economic aspects of 
wood as a building material. 

Wood has a strong tradition in Finnish 
culture and has always been one of 
Finland’s major building materials. 
Aesthetically, structurally and environ-
mentally, wood will remain one of the 
most important construction materials 
for a long time to come. Wood works in 
accordance with nature and continuously 
inspires new directions in the design and 
construction of timber buildings. 
Excellent wood architecture, constant 
research and extensive experience with 
an understanding of timber construction 
make Finland one of the world’s major 
wood architecture countries.

In the studio “Wood in Construction and 
Architecture”, students will design and 
build a wooden structure, and will study 
Finnish timber and the use of timber in 
construction and architecture on a practi-
cal level. The aim of the course is to 
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